INTERNATIONAL ROUNDTABLE

Before Nautch-Girl was a Racehorse: Indian Music and Dance, 1800-1857 

Institute of Musical Research and European Research Council

21 May 2012, 12:45-6:00 PM

Room G37, Ground Floor, University of London Senate House, Malet Street

Convenor: Dr Katherine Schofield  

You are cordially invited to attend a set of roundtables on the afternoon of 21 May 2012 addressing the cultural history of Indian music and dance in the transition to British colonialism, c. 1800-1857. We are delighted to welcome a number of international speakers to join local scholars in a pioneering discussion of this neglected half-century of Indian music and dance history.

The schedule for the day will be as follows:

12:00


Registration

12:45-2:45        
Position Papers (Chair, Jim Sykes)

James Kippen (University of Toronto) 

Shweta Sachdeva-Jha (Miranda House, University of Delhi) 

Richard David Williams (King's College London) 

Justin Scarimbolo (University of California, Santa Barbara) 

Katherine Butler Schofield (King's College London) 

Davesh Soneji (McGill University) 

Priyanka Basu (SOAS) 

Margaret Walker (Queen's University, Ontario) 

Lakshmi Subramanian (Centre for the Study of the Social Sciences, Kolkata)

2:45-3:10             Coffee

3:10-4:40             Roundtable Discussion (Chair, Katherine Schofield)

4:40-5:00             Coffee

5:00-6:00             Responses (Chair, Richard Widdess)

Suzanne Aspden (University of Oxford)

Yuthika Sharma (Columbia University)

Katherine Butler Schofield (King's College London)

"Before Nautch-Girl was a Racehorse" aims to map and explore what we already know -- and very much don't know -- about the changing fields of Indian music and dance in the first half of the nineteenth century. 

The workshop forms part of the remit of the European Research Council 

Musical Transitions project at King's College London 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/music/research/proj/mutran/index.aspx
and is co-sponsored by the Institute of Musical Research South Asia Music and Dance Forum http://music.sas.ac.uk/
The early nineteenth century was a critical period in the transition of music and dance forms in North and South India from premodern courtly forms patronised by small aristocratic elites to the modern, and very different, fields of music and dance that began to emerge under late colonialism. Yet it remains very much a dark period in our knowledge of music and dance history, one that urgently requires illumination in order to put forward more nuanced arguments about the nature of the transition to colonialism in the arts, and to contribute new perspectives to the emerging history of forms of knowledge in South Asia. (The racehorse in the title of the workshop is a gesture to the fact that by the 1840s references to nautch girls in British newspapers had dwindled to almost nothing and had been almost wholly displaced by a racehorse called Nautch-Girl!)

We are delighted to welcome several international and local speakers to deliver short position papers on this vital but neglected half-century of Indian music and dance history. We have asked them to open up material from their current or former research that might help us collectively to put together a preliminary map of the state of the field and draw new insights about this 57-year period out of the indigenous and colonial archives.

